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happy unison belongs rather to the dawn of
national life, when similar tasks absorb all
individual energies. If it is to be maintained
after lines of moral cleavage appear, and is
Jto be compatible with variety and distixtetion
of character, all further developments tftust
be democratically controlled and must re-
main, as it were, in a state of fusion. Variety
and distinction must not become arbitrary
and irresponsible. They must take direc-
tions that will not mar the general harmony,
and no interest must be carried so far as to
lose sight of the rest. Science and art, in
such a vital democracy, should remain popu-
lar, helpful, bracing; religion should be
broadly national and in the spirit of the
times. The variety and distinction allowed
must be only variety and distinction of
service. If they ever became a real distinc-
tion and variety of life, if they arrogated to
themselves an absolute liberty, they would
shatter the unity of the democratic spirit
and destroy its moral authority*

The levelling tendency of English liberty
(inevitable if plastic natures are to co-operate
and to make permanent concessions to one
another's instincts) comes out more clearly